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W E L C O M E  T O  S O U T H E R N  M E T H O D I S T  U N I V E R S I T Y
D E D M A N  S C H O O L  O F  L A W
 Southern Methodist University was founded in 1911 and opened in 1915. SMU School 
of Law was established in February 1925. It is a member of the Association of American 
Law Schools and is approved by the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar 
of the American Bar Association. 
 The first Law School class graduated in 1928 with 11 members. This, the 93rd gradu-
ating class, consists of  201 candidates for the Juris Doctor degree, 9 candidates for the 
combined degree of Juris Doctor and Master of Business Administration, 1 candidate for 
the combined degree of Juris Doctor and Master of Arts in Economics, 3 candidates for 
the Doctor of the Science of Law degree, 30 candidates for the Master of Laws degree 
(Comparative and International), 1 candidate for the Master of Laws degree (General), 
and 8 candidates for the Master of Laws degree (Taxation).
 Highlighting the celebration of its 75th year, SMU School of Law was named Dedman 
School of Law in 2001 in honor of Dallas benefactors Nancy and Robert H. Dedman, Sr., 
and their family. 
 With more than 17,000 graduates, SMU Dedman School of Law has a national and 
international reputation of training prominent lawyers in both law and business. SMU 
Dedman Law provides unparalleled connections to the thriving legal and business com-
munity in the Dallas Metroplex. The school draws students from more than 90 colleges 
and universities.
 The Law School curriculum is steeped in the basics of a rigorous legal education and 
enriched through extensive experiential learning opportunities. Beginning in the first year, 
J.D. students are exposed to a broad spectrum of courses designed to teach the fundamental 
skills of legal analysis and client representation. Students have direct, personal access to an 
award-winning faculty. Also, the Law School maintains a close working relationship with 
the Dallas legal community, whose members teach seminar classes in specialized areas. The 
depth and quality of the curriculum in such areas as business and corporate law, international 
law, intellectual property, and family law and advocacy provide students with the knowledge 
and training required to practice law in any part of the country.
 SMU Dedman School of Law also offers the Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree and the 
Doctor of the Science of Law (S.J.D.) degree to a select group of highly qualified interna-
tional and domestic lawyers. Dating back to 1949, SMU was one of the first law schools in 
the United States to establish a program in international and comparative law. To date, more 
than 2,200 lawyers from 100 countries have earned an LL.M. or S.J.D. degree from SMU.
 The Law School Quadrangle consists of four buildings surrounding a beautiful courtyard. 
Storey Hall houses the faculty and administrative offices, Legal Clinics, Office of Student 
Affairs, Office of Diversity and Inclusion, and the Registrar. Carr Collins Hall contains 
the Godwin Gruber Lawyers Inn, seminar classrooms, a student lounge, and the offices 
of Admissions, Career Services, the Academic Success and Public Service Program, and 
the Graduate and International Programs. Florence Hall is the main classroom building. 
Underwood Law Library boasts more than 665,000 volumes and is the largest private law 
library in the Southwest. The Hillcrest Foundation Courtroom in Underwood functions 
as a grand appellate courtroom and classroom. The Walsh classroom in Underwood also 
functions as a courtroom and serves as a venue for engaging interviews and lectures open 
to law students and the general public.
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P R O G R A M
PRELUDE 
PROCESSION OF PLATFORM PARTY
The audience will be seated during the processional.
Standard Bearer for Dedman School of Law
Officers of the Student Bar Association
Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Senior Associate Dean of Dedman School of Law
Dean of Dedman School of Law
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs of the University
INVOCATION 
Cole G. Perry, Student Bar Association Vice President, Juris Doctor Candidate 
GREETINGS 
Jennifer M. Collins, B.A., J.D., Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law
OPENING REMARKS
Elizabeth G. Loboa, B.S., M.S.E., Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for 




PRESENTATION OF THE DR. DON M. SMART AWARD 
Jacqueline K. Tran, Student Bar Association President, Juris Doctor Candidate 
PRESENTATION OF THE JOHN E. KENNEDY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Dean Collins
PRESENTATION OF THE SARAH McQUILLEN TRAN AWARDS
Dean Collins
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR 
OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW
Introduction
Martin L. Camp, B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS 
(COMPARATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW) 
Introduction
Martin L. Camp
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS (GENERAL)  
AND MASTER OF LAWS (TAXATION)
Introduction
Martin L. Camp
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Introduction












































































































































Katherine Brooke Kleberg  
  Yarborough


































The Order of the Coif is a national scholastic honor society for law school graduates. Those  
wearing a white circular coif on their tam represent the top 10% of the graduating J.D. class  
and have been elected into membership.
The National Order of Barristers is a national honorary society that recognizes graduating  
students who have excelled in moot court, mock trial and other advocacy programs, and students 
who have made a significant contribution to the Law School’s advocacy program.
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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW CONFERRED
December 2019
Chatchai Lapprathana
DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS CONFERRED
Comparative and International Law
December 2019
Siza Elhag Eltahir Ahmed
Aime Mayamba Kahungu
Anne Caroline Mello Batista
Marta Milan
Khaled Ali Ahmed Shaibi









DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW CONFERRED
May 2020
Norarit Sudsanguan Nawzad Mirali Yasin
DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS CONFERRED





Pedro Pablo Garcia Perez


















































































































































































































































CANDIDATE FOR DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS
Comparative and International Law
August 2020
Yousef Hamdan H Alamri
Abdullah Abdulrahman M Alasmi
Mohammad Faiz A Alqaydi
Noha Adel T Alshaibi
Shujie Shao
Ammar Shakin Q Turkastani






PRO BONO HONOR ROLL
Since 1996, SMU Dedman School of Law students have been required to complete a  
minimum of 30 hours of law-related public service to be eligible to graduate. These hours 
must be uncompensated and not for academic credit. From the program’s inception, our stu-
dents have displayed their passion for public service, and each year they substantially exceed the 
minimum requirement. We are delighted to report that our class of 2020, which includes our 
graduates from August 2019, December 2019, and May 2020 performed a total of 18,236.73 
hours of public service, for an average of 85 hours per student. As a result, over the last 24 
years, SMU Dedman law students have volunteered more than 320,018 hours in law-related 
efforts to assist the underserved in our community. 
We congratulate the following 32 graduates who volunteered 200 or more hours providing 
free legal assistance in the community:
Sasha Mahmood Butt (547 hours)
Harvard Legal Aid Bureau; Mosaic  
Family Services; and Legal Aid of  
Northwest Texas
Ashley Nicole Rich (465.5 hours)
Mosaic Family Services; Collin County 
District Attorney’s Office; Human Rights 
Initiative; and Dallas County Public 
Defender
John Francis Healy (416 hours)
United States Attorney’s Office
Baileigh Elizabeth Hale (376 hours)
Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office
Nicholas William Jones (373 hours)
Parkland Health and Hospital System
Clayton Thomas Lynn (324 hours)
Disability Rights Texas
Morgan Guest Mueller (324 hours)  
Rockwall County District Attorney’s  
Office and Collin County District  
Attorney’s Office
Kelsey Elizabeth Aubrey Vanderbilt  
(323 hours)
Human Rights Initiative and Legal  
Aid of Northwest Texas
Kristin Michelle Meeks (320.4 hours)
Rockwall County District Attorney’s  
Office and Collin County District  
Attorney’s Office
Genevieve Virginia Pate (320 hours)
Federal Trade Commission
Megan Elizabeth Kohner (304 hours)
Florida State Attorney’s Office
Emily Ann Smith (300 hours)
Legal Aid of Northwest Texas
Stephen John Antalis (294 hours)
United States Patent and Trademark Office
John C. Warren (281.3 hours)
McHenry County State Attorney’s Office
Morgan Marie Reinhardt (271 hours)
United States Department of Health  
& Human Services
Anna Rae Stevens (266 hours)
Cook County State Attorney’s Office
Jet A. McGuire (265.5 hours)
Spencer & Associates pro bono
Genesis Marie Reed (264 hours)
Legal Aid of Northwest Texas
Lynnsee Irene Starr (255 hours)
Grand Prairie City Attorney’s Office  
and Rockwall County District Attorney’s 
Office
Brendan Douglas Farrelly (240 hours)
Collin County District Attorney’s Office
William Aldrich Meyers (228.8 hours)
Federal Trade Commission and Court  
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)  
of Dallas County
Jennifer Joy Siegel (226 hours)
Dallas County Public Defender and Collin 
County District Attorney’s Office
Sydney Paige Pruitt Sadler (225 hours)
United States Attorney’s Office, Eastern 
District of Texas
Saloumeh Armaiti Shahidi  
Fitzgerald (223.15 hours)
Community Lawyering Center – Frazier 
Center
Amy Celeste Gore (222.5 hours)
Legal Aid of Northwest Texas and  
Refugee and Immigration Center for  
Education and Legal Services (RAICES)
Madison Anne Bertrand (219.5 hours)
United States Attorney’s Office,  
Northern District and Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) of  
Dallas County
Jacqueline K. Tran (216.5 hours)
Mosaic Family Services 
Queena Leung (215 hours)
Legal Aid of Northwest Texas
Christopher Julio Gambini (210 hours)
The Liberty Institute
Grace Elizabeth Porter (204 hours)
Travis County District Attorney’s Office
Sarah Mackenzie Smith (203 hours)
Attorney General of Texas Consumer  
Protection Division; Dallas Volunteer 
Attorney Program (DVAP); and Texas 
Lawyers for Children
Jordan Christine Miller Watson  
(201.2 hours)
Rockwall County District Attorney’s  
Office; SMU Law Family Clinic;  
and SMU Law Child Advocacy Clinic
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O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
R. Gerald Turner, President
Peter Moore, Provost ad interim
Brad E. Cheves, Vice President for Development and External Affairs
Rakesh Dahiya, Chief Investment Officer
Christine C. Regis, Vice President of Business and Finance and Treasurer
Harold W. Stanley, Vice President for Executive Affairs
Kenechukwyu (K.C.) Mmeje, Vice President for Student Affairs
Paul J. Ward, Vice President for Legal Affairs and Governmental Relations,  
General Counsel and Secretary
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F A C U L T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  M E T H O D I S T  U N I V E R S I T Y 
D E D M A N  S C H O O L  O F  L A W
Roy Ryden Anderson, B.A., J.D., LL.M., Vinson & Elkins Distinguished Teaching Fellow 
and Professor of Law 
Maureen N. Armour, B.A., M.S.W., J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
Hillel J. Bavli, B.A., J.D., LL.M., A.M. PhD., Assistant Professor of Law
Lackland H. Bloom, Jr., B.A., J.D., Larry and Jane Harlan Senior Research Fellow and  
Professor of Law
Chante Brantley, B.S., M.S.S.W., J.D., Director of The VanSickle Family Law Clinic and As-
sistant Clinical Professor
William J. Bridge, B.S.F.S., J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
Brook Busbee, B.A.S., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Criminal Clinic 
Beverly M. Carl, B.S.L., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus of Law
Dale Carpenter, B.A., LL.B., Judge William Hawley Atwell Chair of Constitutional Law  
and Professor of Law
Michaela Cashen, B.A., J.D., Clinical Professor of Legal Research,  
Writing and Advocacy
Eric Cedillo, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Hunter Center’s Karnes  
Spring Break Clinic
David Cho, B.S., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Small Business and Trademark 
Clinic
Anthony J. Colangelo, B.A., J.D., LL.M., J.S.D., Professor of Law
James W. Coleman, B.A., J.D., Associate Professor of Law
Jennifer M. Collins, B.A., J.D., Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law
Nathan Cortez, B.A., J.D., Adelfa Botello Callejo Endowed Professor of Law in Leadership 
and Latino Studies, and Professor of Law
Gregory S. Crespi, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., J.D., Homer R. Mitchell Endowed Professor in  
Commercial and Insurance Law, and Professor of Law
Ruth A. Cross, B.A., J.D., Director and Clinical Professor of Legal Research,  
Writing and Advocacy 
Gail M. Daly, B.A., M.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
William V. Dorsaneo III, B.A., J.D., Chief Justice John and Lena Hickman Distinguished 
Faculty Fellow and Professor of Law
Beverly Caro Duréus, B.A., J.D., Th.M., D. Min., Clinical Professor of Legal Research,  
Writing and Advocacy
Linda S. Eads, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
The Honorable Allen Joe Fish, B.A., LL.B., Judicial Faculty
Jeffrey M. Gaba, B.A., J.D., M.P.H., M.D. Anderson Foundation Endowed Professor in 
Health Law, and Professor of Law
The Honorable Dennise Garcia, B.S., B.A., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Bryan A. Garner, B.A., J.D., Distinguished Research Professor of Law
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Joanna L. Grossman, B.A., J.D., Ellen K. Solender Endowed Chair in Women and the Law  
and Professor of Law
The Honorable H. DeWayne Hale, B.S., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Christopher H. Hanna, B.S., J.D., LL.M., Alan D. Feld Endowed Professor,   
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor, and Professor of Law
Grant M. Hayden, B.A., M.A., J.D., Professor of Law
Patricia S. Heard, B.B.A., J.D., Clinical Professor of Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy
Sally C. Helppie, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Small Business and  
Trademark Clinic
Eric F. Hinton, B.A., M.A., J.D., LL.M., Director, Robert B. Rowling Center for Business 
Law & Leadership
JoAnn A. Hubbard, B.S., J.D., Clinical Professor of Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy
Lolita Buckner Inniss, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
and Professor of Law
Gregory L. Ivy, B.B.A., M.A., J.D., Associate Dean for Library & Technology and  
Senior Lecturer in Law
Christopher M. Jenks, B.S., J.D., LL.M., LL.M., Ph.D. candidate, Director of the Criminal 
Clinic and Associate Professor of Law
Larry Jones, B.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Federal Tax Clinic
Jeffrey Kahn, B.A., M.Phil., D.Phil., J.D., Professor of Law
Ndiva Kofele-Kale, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
Henry J. Lischer Jr., B.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus of Law
John S. Lowe, B.A., LL.B., George W. Hutchison Chair in Energy Law and Professor of Law
George A. Martínez, B.A., M.A., J.D., Professor of Law
Thomas Wm. Mayo, B.A., J.D., Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor  
and Professor of Law
Orly Mazur, B.B.A., M.P.Acc, J.D., LL.M., Assistant Professor of Law
Mike McCollum, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Criminal Clinic
Pamela R. Metzger, B.A., J.D., Director of the Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center and 
Professor of Law
Gregory N. Mitchell, B.S., J.D., LL.M., Visiting Clinical Professor, Tax Clinic
Charles J. Morris, A.B., LL.B., Professor Emeritus of Law
Frederick C. Moss, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus of Law
John J. Mylan, B.S., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus of Law
Natalie Nanasi, B.A., J.D., Director of the Judge Elmo B. Hunter Legal Center for Victims  
of Crimes Against Women and Assistant Professor of Law
Joseph Norton, A.B., LL.B., LL.M., S.J.D., Diplôme (droit privé), D.Phil., LL.D. (hc), 
LL.D., James L. Walsh Distinguished Faculty Fellow and Professor in Financial  
Institutions Law
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The Honorable James A. Nugent, B.A., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Anna C. Offit, B.A., M.Phil., J.D., PhD., Assistant Professor of Law
Victoria Palacios, J.D., Professor Emeritus of Law
Kenneth L. Penegar, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus of Law
The Honorable Kimberly C. Priest Johnson, B.B.A., M.S., J.D., Judicial Faculty
W. Keith Robinson, B.S.E., J.D., Co-Director of the Tsai Center for Law, Science and 
Innovation, Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor, and Associate Professor of Law
C. Paul Rogers, III, B.A., J.D., LL.M., Marilyn Jeanne Johnson Distinguished Law Faculty  
Fellow, Professor of Law and former Dean
Julie P. Forrester Rogers, B.S.E.E., J.D., Professor of Law
Meghan Ryan, A.B., J.D., Associate Dean for Research, Altshuler Distinguished Teaching 
Professor, and Professor of Law
Deborah Garcia Sanchez, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Criminal Clinic
Eliot Shavin, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Civil/Consumer Clinic
Mary Spector, B.A., J.D., Associate Dean for Clinics, Director of the Civil/Consumer Clinic,  
and Professor of Law
Walter W. Steele, Jr., LL.B., Professor Emeritus of Law
Marc I. Steinberg, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Rupert and Lillian Radford Chair in Law, and  
Professor of Law
Heather Stobaugh, B.A., M.A., J.D., Clinical Professor of Legal Research,  
Writing and Advocacy
Diane M. Sumoski, B.A., J.D., Director of the W.W. Caruth, Jr. Child Advocacy Clinic,  
Director of the W.W. Caruth, Jr. Institute for Children’s Rights, and Associate Clinical Professor
Joshua C. Tate, B.A., M.A., M.Phil., J.D., Ph.D., Professor of Law
David O. Taylor, B.S., J.D., Co-Director of the Tsai Center for Law, Science and Innovation, 
Robert G. Storey Distinguished Faculty Fellow, and Associate Professor of Law
Elizabeth G. Thornburg, B.A., J.D., Richard R. Lee, Jr. Professor, Altshuler Distinguished 
Teaching Professor, and Professor of Law
Jenia Iontcheva Turner, B.A., J.D., Amy Abboud Ware Centennial Professor in Criminal Law 
and Robert G. Storey Distinguished Faculty Fellow
Jonni Walls, B.A., J.D., Clinical Professor of Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy
Jessica Dixon Weaver, B.A., J.D., Robert G. Storey Distinguished Faculty Fellow and  
Associate Professor of Law
Harvey Wingo, B.A., M.A., J.D., Vinson and Elkins Distinguished Teaching Fellow Emeritus 
and Professor Emeritus of Law
Peter Winship, A.B., LL.B., LL.M., J.S.D. candidate, Professor Emeritus of Law
Christopher Young, B.A., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Innocence Clinic
D E D M A N  S C H O O L  O F  L AW  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N
Jennifer M. Collins, B.A., J.D., Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law
Lolita Buckner Inniss, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs  
and Professor of Law
Mary Spector, B.A., J.D., Associate Dean for Clinics, Director of the Civil/Consumer Clinic,  
and Professor of Law
Meghan Ryan, A.B., J.D., Associate Dean for Research, Altshuler Distinguished Teaching 
Professor, and Professor of Law
Gregory L. Ivy, B.B.A., J.D., M.A., Associate Dean for Library & Technology and  
Senior Lecturer in Law
Martin L. Camp, B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs
Becca Henley, B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for Administration and Chief of Staff
Jill Nikirk, B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean of Admissions
Karen C. Sargent, B.B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean and Executive Director for Career Services, 
Large Firms
Stephen B. Yeager, B.B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Anne G. Beard, B.A., M.B.A., Director of Development
Laura G. Burstein, B.A., J.D., Director of Public Service and Academic Success
Lynn M. Dempsey, B.B.A., Director of External Relations
Erika S. Fadel, B.A., M.Div., J.D., Director, Corporate Development and Emerging Legal  
Careers and Director, Diversity and Inclusion
Natalie Thompson Greco, B.A., J.D., Director of Programs, Tsai Center for Law, Science and 
Innovation
Christine P. Leatherberry, B.J., J.D., Director of Alumni Relations
Dana Minissale, B.A., J.D., Director of Mid-size, Boutique and Small Firms
Kristy A. Offenburger, B.S., M.L.S., Director of Communications and Marketing
Beth D. Lee, B.B.A., Senior Associate Director, Government Opportunities and Initiatives 
Career Counselor
Tom Kimbrough, B.S.F.S., M.L.I.S., J.D., Associate Director for Collection Development,  
Underwood Law Library
Mary Beth Nielsen, B.A., M.A., Associate Director, Recruiting and Events
Heather C. Stovall, B.A., J.D., Associate Director of Admissions
Donna Wolff, M.L.S., J.D., Associate Director, Underwood Law Library
Laura Amberson, B.S., Registrar
Kimalee Grace, B.S., Assistant Registrar
